by Julie Domvile

Whether it’s road building in the outback
or harvesting underwater, innovations
in equipment are making it happen

FURTHER

istory shows that it is in our nature to find the easiest, safest and

cheapest way to achieve our goals. In the world of timber harvesting,

the evolution of the equipment used to access increasingly difficult

terrain is stunning, Cast your mind back to the grainy black and w

photos of oxen trains, men sweating over handsaws and enormous logs tumbling

downstream with a fellow scurrying across them in big, heavy boots armed with

a gaff. Now, compare that to single stem harvesting by helicopter.

Some changes were economically driven,
others motivated by safety concerns, and others
by environmental awareness. Whatever the
impetus, the technology today has exponen-
rially changed the way we work in the woods,

ROADS: LIFELINE OF THE FOREST

allenges thrown in the face of the
intrepid logger are answered by technological
innovation and practical application. That’s

what keeps the industry moving forward. As
we move to harvest the more inaccessible
stands that are the norm today, the technology
used to build the roads has evolved to meet
the restrictions imposed by the challenging
terrain of the operations. Fibre that was for-
merly considered economically and physic
inoperable is now within our capabilities.
Roads are the key to the kingdom, albeit
somewhat expensive keys. The West Coast of
British Columbia is home to some of the most
difficult terrain in North America. Road
builders not only have tough ground to face,
they also have to work under an ever-increasing
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